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3D-draft design of the multifunctional valley
station: the building is directly connected
to a multi-storey parking deck.

Attractive
architecture
on the mountain
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Future visitors to the foot of the Schlossalm will be greeted by contemporary architecture. The valley station is a visual highlight. Going into the valley the new multifunctional
building will be seen to the left of the Gasteiner Bundestrasse (main road). A principle of
short routes operates here to ensure stress-free access to the ski region for all – whether
arriving by car or by public transport or after a descent from the mountain.
The new entrance area will cater for all dispersal, leisure
and provisioning requirements. The project from architects
“Innerhofer oder Innerhofer” impressed the jury who loved
its well-designed functionality and visual extravagance. The
building materials will be exposed concrete and aluminium composite panels (Alucobond). All the facades will be
broken up by areas of glazing that are transparent. The
colour – orange accents – is to be life-enhancing and positive.
“Ultimately winter sports should be fun”, say the planners.
The flow of visitors within the valley station building will
be dispersed via a central covered inner courtyard. The platform level will be reached by escalator from the bus station
and parking block. Skiers coming from the mountain will go
directly from the ski slope via the Bundesstrasse/main street
overpass onto the mezzanine floor of the valley station and by
escalator to the turnstile. They can thus proceed straight to
the cable car and make their way immediately back to the top.

Up-to-date and multifunctional station buildings

The valley station cable-car stop on the road side offers a view
of the technical installations. People interested in technology
will be able to glance in at the inner workings of the circulating mono-cable aerial ropeway before making their way to
the midway or top station. In the southern part of the valley

station building is the new parking block. Other fixed points
are a sports shop, restaurant, ski hire and ski depot, the ski
school and cabins station with logistics and storage areas. The
two-storey midway station building of the Schlossalm lift is
in the Kitzsteinalm area. Apart from the lift concourse and
cabin station, the midway station also comprises a workshop
and transformer room, an office, staffroom, equipment area,
bathrooms, logistics and storage rooms. An approx. 55-metre
long walkway constructed of glass and steel will link the (likewise two-storied) top station in the Kleine Scharte area to the
restaurant in the top-station of the proposed aerial cableway.

New transport solutions

Sustainable use
of resources
In many areas within the project consideration is given to securing sustainable use of resources. Dismantling
some ski slopes and lift installations
will mean safeguarding more refuges
for wild animals. These freed-up spaces
may also be used for special ecological projects. In planning the new reservoir in close cooperation with the
environmental authority care has
been taken to ensure that small pond
areas are created at the edge of the new
mountain lake to act as biotopes for
animals and plants. Bergbahnen director, Wolfgang Egger, is delighted:

This is how the new, two-storey midway
station will look. The circulating monocable aerial ropeway will enable visitors
to get to the top station without changing.

“We have been strongly commended by the experts for
this and for our solar energy concept”.

Innovative use of solar energy

In the planning of the station buildings the greatest possible importance has been attached to sustainable energy
use. Up to 90 per cent of the total energy requirements
for heating and water heating in the valley station area
will be gained from solar energy. The multifunctional
station building will be equipped with solar panels.
Large-scale solar installations with a collector area of
120 square metres will feed a number of hot water buffer
tanks installed below the parking deck and valley station. Energy garnered here in summer can be then simply
“activated” in winter by heat pumps. 
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This is how the new multifunctional
valley station will look. It is located
directly on the parking area to
facilitate stress-free access to the
Schlossalm ski region.

There is a 55-metre walkway
from the top station to the
existing restaurant.

The new bus station will be located very close to the valley
station building. Private coach-travel organisers will in future
be able to let their passengers off directly in front of the valley
station. The existing car park will be redesigned. At present
there are about 900 parking spaces. This number will remain
unchanged as the parking spaces eliminated by the new valley-station building will be compensated for by the parking
deck. Access for train travellers is ideal in Bad Gastein where
the station is just a few steps away from the Stubnerkogelbahn valley station. Winter sports visitors coming from Bad
Gastein can access the Schlossalm area very easily via the
descents into the Angertal. 

The Schlossalmsee, an
artificial reservoir lake, has
proved to be an attraction
for summer visitors. The
newly planned reservoir is
flanked by two ponds that
make a perfect habitat for
small aquatic creatures.
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Schlossalm
long-term project

Skiers will be able to make
unrestricted use of many
of the ski slopes during
building works.

The Gasteiner Bergbahnen AG is investing € 80 million in modernising the Schlossalm
ski area. The project will be implemented in stages over the next five years. Upon
completion winter sports visitors will have state-of-the-art cableway facilities and
redesigned ski slopes.
The centrepiece of the largest investment project the
Gasteiner Bergbahnen has ever carried out is the new construction of a modern circulating mono-cable aerial ropeway with cabins for up to 10 persons. It will replace the
existing funicular railway in the lower part. Thus in future
users will not change at the midway station. The top station
of the new lift will be set a few metres higher. This means
that distribution is optimal; skiers can choose between
three ski runs: Schlossalm, Kleine Scharte or Haitzingalm.
Another great advantage for winter sports visitors: there
will be no more waiting because the hourly transport capacity will be more than doubled to 3,000 persons.

Perfect transport links

Currently a day’s skiing on the Schlossalm begins with a
foot march from the resort centre or car park, then on under
the main road to the valley station of the funicular railway.
In future it will all be much more convenient. This is made
possible by moving the new valley station building to the
other side of the main road. “Innerhofer oder Innerhofer”
designed architecture is spectacular, attracting people to
spend their leisure time in the mountains. All cableway
constructions will form a design ensemble. Valley, midway
and top station are to receive an orange-striped look. Go
to Page 4 to read more about the architecture. Moving and
stationery traffic is to be organised completely differently.

The Hofgastein Mitte access road will be re-opened via a
roundabout. A bus station will be erected directly by the
valley station and parking areas are to be restructured and
redesigned. As is the case at present there will be about 900
parking spaces for cars, one third of those in the new parking block.

Equipment stays overnight in the depot

Looking into the valley, the relocation to the left means
that skiers and snowboarders will no longer have to climb
the underpass steps, and nor will they have to think about
transporting ski gear at the end of their strenuous day. This
can be deposited overnight in the spacious ski depot at the
valley station. The route back to the hotel will be along a new
boulevard. Nearly all the hotels in Bad Hofgastein are within a radius of less than one kilometre from the valley station.

New catering facilities

Après-ski is an important part of a good winter holiday; to
warm up, to party, to renew your energies and savour the
cuisine. The existing restaurant, “Kleine Scharte”, in the old
top station building, will also be modernised. Visitors will
take the new 55-metre long footbridge to walk aloft from
the new top station to the restaurant in the old top station.
In the valley station too there will be an inviting restaurant
to stop off at after your downhill run. 

Uninterrupted
ski service during the
entire building phase
In spite of the extensive works the ski service will be uninterrupted during the construction works on the Schlossalm.
“We can reassure anyone who is asking what the skiing on the Schlossalm is
going to be like over the next few years. There will be absolutely no interruptions
in the winter service”, says Wolfgang Egger, director of Gasteiner Bergbahnen AG.
Construction work has been timed so that each of the stages will be completed
before the season starts. 
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Numerous snow cannons
and more than 25
snowploughs operate in
Gastein to promote
perfect ski-slope conditions for winter guests.

The Schlossalm ski area extends from
850 – 2,300 metres above sea level and
offers ski runs with altitude differences
of just fewer than 1,500 metres.

New cableways will
mean improved
convenience and
transport capacity

During the rebuilding four lifts will
remain (blue lines in the picture below),
three lifts will be dismantled (red lines),
two new lifts to be built (green lines).

Snow guarantee
Gasteiner Bergbahnen guarantees snow during the
entire ski season. The supply
of artificial snow making is
being boosted.

Modern and efficient artificial snow
making facilities ensure that perfectly groomed ski slopes are available
throughout the winter season. Guaranteed snow is a crucial criterion for
the economic success of all aspects of
winter tourism in the Gasteinertal valley. Since 1995 the Schlossalm ski area
has had artificial snow-making systems
in place and these have been expanded
over the subsequent years. The areas
supplied with snow within the whole
ski area now amount to 56.28 hectares.

In the course of the project three lifts will be taken down. One lift will be converted from
a detachable four-seat chair lift to a detachable eight-seat chair lift and another lift,
consisting of two sections, will be newly constructed. In spite of a one-facility decrease
transport capacity will be increased.
Which cableways will be built new, and which will
remain?

The “Schlosshochalm” T-bar lift, the “Weitmoser” six-seat
chair lift, the “Hohe Scharte” two-seat chair lift and the
“Schlossalmbahn II” aerial tramway remain (blue lines in
picture, right). The funicular railway, the “Haitzingalm”
double chair lift and the four-seat “Kleine Scharte” chair lift
(red lines) will be dismantled. These measures will provide
compression and optimal use of the ski area. The “Sendleiten“
four-seat chair lift will remain – but in the course of the project this will be converted to an eight-seat lift with a capacity
of around 4,000 persons per hour (upper green line). The new
addition is the circulating mono-cable aerial ropeway which
will enable skiers to go from the valley to the top station without changing (split green line). And transport capacity from
the valley station will be more than doubled.

What are the advantages of the new circulating
mono-cable aerial ropeway?

From the top station winter sports visitors can
choose to take the north (green line), the middle
(orange line) or the southern slope (blue line) to
the midway station or further down into the valley.

The “Modernisation of the Schlossalmbahn and ski slopes”
project provides for the building of a circulating mono-cable
aerial ropeway with cabins each holding 10 persons. Visitors
will get from the car parking area to the midway station and
from there to the Schlossalm very quickly. Transport capacity will be increased from 1,400 to 3,000 persons per hour.
Waiting time in the valley will be reduced and comfort levels
increased. The necessity to change at the midway station will
longer apply resulting in guaranteed non-stop, comfortable
transport from the valley to the top station. Different weather
conditions in the course of the season alter the frequency of
use of ski slopes. By means of the two partial sections of the
new circulating mono-cable aerial ropeway the service can be
adapted perfectly to different conditions on the mountain.

The Schlossalm ski area together with the Angertal ski
centre and the Stubnerkogel form an extensive interconnected ski area. As part of this major project new slopes will be
constructed, and because some of the existing slopes in the
Schlossalm ski area no longer satisfy current technological
requirements there will be reconstruction and dismantling of
ski-runs or parts thereof. Above all narrow areas and slopes
with greater gradients will be brought into line with skiers’ requirements. With this comprehensive new design, Gasteiner
Bergbahnen is keen to increase safety on the runs and enable
visitors to enjoy carefree skiing.

Compressed ski runs make the ski area
more attractive

By adapting a number of ski slopes the entire ski area from
Haitzingalm onwards will be more attractive and enlarged by
a second ski run fit for world-cup events. Along the Sendleiten
from the Brandbichl area onwards there will be a ski run as far

Rebuilding will result in a
distinct improvement in the
quality and convenience of
the entire lift facilities.
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Schlossalmbahn project
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Redesigning the ski slopes:
If approval is granted, work will
begin in 2015 to restructure the
ski slopes.

New downhill run
and wider slopes

Ski-run construction ensures more safety

The new circulating mono-cable aerial ropeway will be
travelling at a speed of 6 metres per second. On the first leg
from the valley to the midway station, it will take less than
4 minutes and just over 6 minutes for the second leg from
midway to the top station. The average gradient of the circulating mono-cable aerial ropeway is 38.5 per cent. The new
lift has a horizontal length of 3,163 metres and height difference of 1,218 metres. Transport capacity is increased to 3,000
persons per hour. 

EIA-procedures: Documents for the
exhaustive EIA procedures were submitted to the provincial government in
September 2014. The EIA proceedings
are expected to take place in spring 2015.

The new Haitzingalm storage reservoir with a water surface of 1.6 hectares and a depth of 17 metres is to be
developed south of the new Schlossalmbahn cableway, above the midway
station. The storage reservoir has a
holding capacity of around 150,000
cubic metres. 

The connected core ski area of Schlossalm-Angertal-Stubnerkogel links Bad Hofgastein
and Bad Gastein and extends from 850 to 2,300 metres above sea level. The new ski-run
design will ensure that concentrations of skiers are dispersed; hazard areas and bottlenecks will be diffused in the downhill area.

The circulating mono-cable aerial ropeway –
data and facts

milestones

Storage reservoir ensures
water supplies
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Mono-cable aerial ropeway:
In April 2016 immediately after
the winter season the first cut of
the spade should signal the start
of the new circulating monocable aerial ropeway.

A temporary finish arena can be
erected next to the new valley station.
With the ÖBB’s Tauern Railway passing
over the ski slopes, and the Gasteiner
Bundesstrasse, the idea of World Cup
events taking place here moves nicely
into the realm of the possible.

as the midway station of the new Schlossalmbahn lift (south,
blue line). The integration of the family run into the existing
downhill run (north, green line) will be optimised.

Second downhill run creates space for a
training route

In addition to the existing Aeroplan descent a second
valley descent will be constructed, lengthening the Sendleiten
(middle descent, orange line). In the Aeroplan area (north
descent, green line), enlargement will create a space for a
permanent training slope. Up-and-coming athletes can use
this area for technical disciplines. “Of course, primarily the
people we have in mind here are the students from the “Skihauptschule Bad Gastein” – secondary school and the “Skihotelfachschule Bad Hofgastein” – school of ski-hotel management, says Franz Schafflinger, director of the Gasteiner
Bergbahnen AG. Marcel Hirscher and Anna Fenninger, both
overall World Cup winners, were trained at the school of skihotel management. 

